
Independent Ethics Commission 
Complaint Form Instructions 

 
Notice about complaints: 
 
The Independent Ethics Commission (IEC) cannot award damages to a complainant.  Remedies 
available through the IEC include only public admonishment and fines. 
 
The IEC’s personal and subject matter jurisdiction is limited and is generally described in 
the IEC’s Handbook, which is available on the IEC website. 
 
How do I file a complaint? 
 

• The IEC complaint form is attached below. 
• The complaint form should be downloaded and completed electronically or by hand 

(electronic completion is preferred). 
• All complaint form fields are required.  Provide as much relevant information and answer 

all questions as completely as you can. 
• Additional information about filing complaints may be found in IEC Rule 7,  FAQ 4, and 

the IEC’s Handbook. 
• The complainant’s signature is required.  As such, anonymously submitted complaints 

are discouraged and, in the IEC’s discretion, may not be accepted. 
• Completed complaint forms may be printed or scanned and may be hand-delivered, 

mailed, faxed, or e-mailed.  All relevant attachments must be included. 
• The IEC’s contact information is: 

o E-mail:  iecinfo@state.co.us 
o Mail:  1300 Broadway, Suite 240, Denver, CO 80203 
o Fax:  (303) 501-1143 

 
What happens when I file a complaint? 

• The IEC will determine if the complaint is timely, whether it has jurisdiction over the 
complaint, and whether the complaint is frivolous or non-frivolous.  The IEC must treat 
the complaint as confidential unless it rules the complaint is non-frivolous. 

• The IEC may conduct a preliminary investigation prior to making the determinations 
above. 

• If the IEC determines that a complaint is timely, jurisdictional, and non-frivolous, the 
IEC will notify the respondent and provide a copy of the complaint.  The respondent has 
a right to file a response within 30 days.  The IEC’s staff will also conduct an 
investigation. 

• The IEC will hold a hearing, during which the complainant and respondent may present 
evidence, examine and cross-examine witnesses, and make legal arguments. 

• The IEC will issue a written decision. 
 
Am I entitled to be represented by counsel? 

• Yes.  Both parties have the right to be represented by legal counsel of their choosing.  
Parties must obtain legal counsel at their own expense. 

  

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/IEC_Ethics_Handbook_2016.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/iec/rules-procedure
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/iec/faq-4-filing-complaint-iec
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/IEC_Ethics_Handbook_2016.pdf
mailto:iecinfo@state.co.us


Independent Ethics Commission – Formal Complaint Form 

For Commission Use Only 
Before the Independent Ethics Commission Received date:__________ 
of the State of Colorado Case. No.: _____________ 

The Complainant is: 

Mailing Address (including city and zip code): 

Daytime telephone number: 

Email address: 

The Respondent is: 

Mailing Address (including city and zip code): 

Daytime telephone number: 

Email address: 

When did the alleged violation occur: 

Describe the specific acts or things complained of, with facts that provide a full understanding of 
the alleged violation(s).  If possible, cite the specific ethical standards alleged to have been 
violated and describe how the violation(s) occurred.  Use additional pages if necessary.  Attach 
any documentary evidence you wish to submit. 

Additional Space on Next Page



 
Description of acts or things complained of (continued): 

 
Check the box or boxes indicating the remedy sought: 
 

☐ Public Admonishment  ☐ Fines 
 
 
I hereby acknowledge that the facts presented herein are true to the best of my knowledge, and I 
will cooperate in the process regarding this complaint and will appear at any proceeding of the 
Independent Ethics Commission if the complaint is scheduled for a hearing. 
 
Signature:______________________________________________ 
 
Attorney (if applicable):___________________________________ 
 
Dated at _________________ (City), Colorado, this ___________ day of __________, 20____. 
 
 
Created by Article XXIX of the Colorado Constitution, the Independent Ethics Commission may 
review and hold hearings on matters falling within its jurisdiction as outlined in Article XXIX. 
 
 


	Complainant's Name: Sarah Hall Mann
	Complainant's Mailing Address: 2375 Prospect Lane, Broomfield, CO 80023
	Complainant's Daytime Telephone Number: (308) 289-2643
	Complainant's Email Address: sarmarhall@gmail.com
	Respondent Name: Vicki Marble - Colorado State Senator, Senate District 23
	Respondent's Mailing Address: 749 South Lemay Ave, Ste. A3, PMB #385, Fort Collins, CO 80524
	Respondent's Daytime Telephone Number: (303) 866-4876
	Respondent's Email Address: vicki@vickimarble.com
	Violation Date(s): Wednesday, February 15, 2017
	Complaint text: 
I allege ethical misconduct on the part of Colorado State Senator Vicki Marble for accepting an in-kind gift from Extraction Oil & Gas in the form of payment for a constituent event hosted by Senator Marble. By having Extraction pay for her event, Senator Marble was in violation of C.R.S. §24-6-203(3.5), which prohibits an incumbent elected official from receiving or accepting a gift, money, or an in-kind gift to defray any expenses related to their official duties. This is also potentially a violation of the Colorado Constitution Article XXIX, §3 Gift Ban. The event was advertised as being hosted by Senator Vicki Marble, was geared towards her constituents in Broomfield, and there was never any mention (either in the invitation or at the event) of it being sponsored by industry. Details below. 

	Complaint text (cont'd): On February 15, 2017, Senator Marble hosted a an event titled “Been There Done That,” which was billed as a "presentation of facts regarding the proposed oil and gas development in Broomfield and how other communities in Colorado have addressed similar issues.” (Invitation attached in email). Extraction is currently proposing a drilling project that includes 139 wells on four sites near densely populated neighborhoods in Broomfield, which is what likely spurred this event because many people have been contacting Senator Marble with their concerns about the project. Sheryl Fernandez, Aide for Senator Marble, emailed invitations for the event to certain people; I personally saw the event advertised on social media. It was open to the public, but required an RSVP because of space limitation. 

The event was hosted in a back room at the C.B. Potts restaurant in southwest Broomfield. (555 Zang St, Broomfield, CO 80020). There was a buffet of free food, (slider burgers, hummus and vegies, etc.) and each attendee received tickets for two free drinks, including soda, tea, beer, wine, and mixed drinks from the bar. Senator Marble opened the meeting, and then there were presentations by a panel of speakers, including former Erie mayor Joe Wilson, former Windsor mayor John Vazquez, Vital for Colorado representative Michelle Smith, and Water Valley Land Company representative Tara Sinclair. The presentations were followed by a question and answer session, during which Senator Marble, panel members, and representatives from Extraction answered written questions from audience members. 

After the official event ended, I got into a conversation with Brian Cain, a media relations spokesperson from Extraction; Chandler Newhall and John Tonello, both also from Extraction, later joined us. (Eric Jacobson, Senior VP of Operations at Extraction also stopped by briefly). I spoke with the gentleman for nearly an hour; during that time, most everyone else left. Around 9:00 pm, while I was still speaking with Brian, Chandler, and John, a waitress came with the bill for the event. A female employee from Extraction (I think her name may be Patty Varra) told the waitress to give the check to Brian Cain. Brian handed her his credit card and asked for a receipt for his records. I witnessed all of this first-hand. 

	Ck1: On
	Ck2: On
	Attorney Name: 
	City: Broomfield
	Day: 1
	Month: May
	Year: 17
	Signature_es_:signature: Sarah Hall Mann


